\/22jn 


Mr. Howard %ay 

P«»4 far ^HVostijatiT* JoaraaH .» 
1346 Cennecticat at*., SK tOth fl**r 
Wash. , D.C. 20036 

Bear Hmrari, 


Iw call, your comtlaaiag istoroat and year valuable, practical mam 

aaciu Thanks far all ami for just being a good g«y. ** 

Thmra are am* maraalltlaa la Curtis */ l*tt*r. Hia »i Zebra's am oaclosed. 

«. ** 1 f 4 **** tto “ ** l * n * r J«* * f tka mm I wrst# It is awamassa af than. 

Thera is als* the possibility he say hear ef a publisher with a subject iatemst. Them 

°"° ,t *• «*. i.««, *** »«, 


**“•* **■“ r * 4uoia S tlwi * eutput af assassinatiea becks publisher* are 
them. All the crap is being reprinted, tee. ^ 

r- _ 5;* *T &ttU ** “* **** U fci * cemmemt em the verk. This is aeither eg* mer vaaity. 
? 1 tt l Mt *•» * ^ 1 »»*• Wm anticipating pmcisely this mactiem 

I cam. The prevalent dilik* «t the pelemical is aekaelwedged aad am effort te 
explain it. Bat them is me qaestl*m bat that I said it mould all be silted eat ami that 
im almost all cases i required *aly a bias pemcil. This is met a mal problem. 

«hat surprise* mo is that thorn ia mo ether criticiim of the writing. I had aati- 

Cat * “* ***"* U tlMlt ** •*««<». too. I asked oaly that the changes ba 
xaitMal t+ ths v*rk« >. 


Baatam misbehaved Tory badly at the oridemitiary hearing. X could mat honestly 
r**T* ** **** **** •£ f 1 *** *f * mamuscript thft is to bo imcluoiT* and ia expected 

t* be sherteasd. Im fact t ergaaizad that part t* make cutting it eat even easier. 

■Bat I suspect that ere* with it eat •atimiy hardback publishers will anticipate Bantam** 
displeasure ami .prefer t* *T§id it. 


What ia meat troubling la that he writes m what he knew* is ast really truss ”y*« 
rsally de* t suggest the alternate sceaarle » - yea don't really solve the crime." 

Aa it relate* t* the imcemplet* draft this is trus. Im the malitjr ef which ho was 
folly lmfszmsd it if falss. Z womt iats this ia s nanhoe of ways, including what Zebra 
weald want, fy •*«»**£ them was em the point. I hsd t# pmpsm him sad I did, im mem 
them eme agh detail. SBe shortens late Z knew everything except the aamea and did establish 
hew the out was oeasited. ,aet aa alleged. I offered to g* t* ®ew Terk, to make explamatieaa. 
t* shew proof* and I oaid what I think has to b* obrious im a book aboat a breaking 
story, I would, met writ* the missing parts rastil Z hsd a extract. A month thereafter Z 
promised the rest of the draft, I *r*m west imto what woold happen to anothor fako book 
like Zebra's Appoiatuemt ia Balias* what they amh obTiously vast. What I an saying is that 
hom ho is dishonest ant I cannot amid the belief it is deliberate. I ham n* idea why. 


I d* net believe it is often that half of a book is described as "a brilliant fob" - 
against the WEI yet - aad with aimple editing "a very saleable property" and than them 
is as interest. Especially with the guarantee that the beek dees solve the oris* aad 
with tSuiy napmeodsnted backstopping, as you will so*. Toe assy cf those peepls cannot 
face their pasts with as - hsw else can they justify themselves? - and them mucins a 
gat fear ef beth government and selid expeaum ef it* (I had absat 120 miectime intern 
natieaally en Whitewash, tin first beek.) 


, % thinking is as siaplm ss my hspos am aedest. Them is me bsek/<that semesns 
cam t fault, justly. Thai* is virtually me successful beak without a major effort by a 
publisher. This effort begins with editing. I agreed in advance te the changes 
Thsss claims am thsmfem not ths mal maaea(a). Whatever ia the oxplaaation it is met that 
the book ia impossible or ths market does mot exist* The market potential is great. Thanks and 

heat. 



